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PROTOCOL FOR THE TRANSIT OF BEES
ON QUÉBEC TERRITORY 2023
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Any beekeeper who plans to transit bee colonies, nuclides or packages through Québec must have a transit authorization issued by the 
Direction de la santé animale (DSA) of the Ministère de l'Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l'Alimentation (MAPAQ).  

Note:  Beekeepers who wish to introduce bees into Québec for temporary or permanent residence must refer to the introduction 
protocol corresponding to their situation. 

This protocol helps to ensure adequate protection against the risk of infestation by Aethina tumida (small hive beetle), a beekeeping 
disease designated in the Regulation to designate contagious or parasitic diseases, infectious agents and syndromes (CQLR, chapter 
P-42, r. 4.2).  This protocol applies to companies planning to transit bees from other Canadian provinces or territories through Québec 
territory and specifies the Québec requirements that these companies must meet to be eligible for a transit authorization. 

Trucks from another province transporting bee colonies, nucli or packages through Québec to another province must comply with the 
following rules: 

1. The bee shipment must: 

 be contained in a closed and refrigerated vehicle; 

 or be covered with a fine mesh net that does not allow the passage of bees and small beetles. 

2. The route taken must be as direct as possible. 

The owner of the beekeeping operation from which the bees to be moved originate must:  

1. Contact the provincial beekeeping official to ensure that Quebec's basic health requirements are met.  

2. Complete the Application for Authorization to Transit Bees in Québec (Appendix 1). 

3. Send your application to MAPAQ by email at animaux@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca or by fax at 418 380-2201.  

 

For more information, contact the Animal Health Department's reporting center at 1-844-ANIMAUX. 

Note that a maximum of five working days must be allowed between the date of receipt of the documents at MAPAQ and the 
production of the transit authorization.  The owner of the bees must be in possession of this authorization when crossing Québec 
territory. Failure to comply with this provision may give rise to penal proceedings and seizure of bees under the Animal Health 
Protection Act (CQLR, chapter P-42, s. 55.43). 

Given the current evolution of knowledge on which the management of the introduction of bees into Québec is based, this protocol 
may be amended without prior notice. 
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(To be completed by the owner of the beekeeping operation) 

As the owner of bees destined for introduction into Quebec, I, the undersigned: 

First and last name: 

Company name: 

Address: 

Zip code: 

Email: 

Telephone:  Fax: 

requests authorisation for the transit of: 

Trip: 
☐ New Brunswick
☐ Nova Scotia

Return: 
☐ Prince Edward Island
☐ Other:

Number Description (nucleus, colony 
or package) 

Number of trucks Expected date of transit Destination 

and declares that thetransport of the bees covered by the application for transit authorization meets Québec's health requirements: 

The shipment will: 

☐ be transported in a closed and refrigerated truck;

or

☐ will be covered with a fine mesh net that does not allow the passage of bees and small hive beetles.

☐ The route taken will be as direct as possible.

I acknowledge my liability for any financial loss arising from any misrepresentation regarding these health requirements. 

Signature of the owner of the beekeeping operation Date 
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Karen Kennedy, M.Sc. (Agr.), P.Ag. 
Fruit Crop Development Officer & Provincial Apiarist 
NL Department of Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture 
Fortis Bldg. P.O. Box 2006  
Corner Brook, NL A2H 6J8 
 709 637-2662  
 KarenKennedy@gov.nl.ca 
 

Jason Sproule 
Provincial Apiculturist / Provincial Minor Use Coordinator 
Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 890 Harlow Building 
Truro, NS B2N 5G6 
 902 890-1565 
 Jason.Sproule@novascotia.ca 

 

Julie Ferland, DVM 
Provincial Apiarist 
Animal Health Directorate 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
200 Sainte-Foy Road,11th Floor 
Quebec (Quebec) G1R 4X6 
 1 844 ANIMALS (264-6289) 
 abeille@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 
 

Derek Micholson, M. Sc. HAS 
Crop Production Extension – Apiarist 
Manitoba Agriculture 
545 University Crescent 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 5S6 
 204 945-4825 
 Derek.Micholson@gov.mb.ca 
 

Samantha Muirhead, B. Sc. 
Provincial Apiculturist 
Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation 
Crop Diversification Centre North  
17507 Fort Road 
Edmonton, AB T5Y 6H3 
 780 415-2309 
 Sam.muirhead@gov.ab.ca 

Cameron Menzies 
Provincial Apiarist/ 
Berry Crop Development Officer 
PEI Department of Agriculture and Land 
Jones Building, 5th Floor 
11 Kent Street 
Charlottetown, PE C1A 7N8 
 902 314-0816 
 crmenzies@gov.pe.ca 
 

Chris Maund 
Integrated Pest Management Specialist (Entomologist) and 
Provincial Apiarist 
NB Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture and FisheriesCrop 
Sector Development  
Hugh John Flemming Complex 
1350 Regent Street, P.O. Box 6000 
Fredericton, NB  E3B 5H1 
 506-453-3477 
 chris.maund@gnb.ca 
 

Paul Kozak 
Provincial Apiarist 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
Animal Health and Welfare Branch 
1 Stone Road West, 5th Floor NW 
Guelph, ON N1G 4Y2 
5-19-826-3595 or 1-888-466-2372, ext. 63595 
 Paul.Kozak@ontario.ca 
 

Geoff Wilson, M.Sc. , P.Ag. 
Provincial Specialist, Beekeeping 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
800 Central Ave, Box 3003Prince Albert, SK S6V 6G1 
 306 980-6198 
 Geoff.Wilson@gov.sk.ca 
 

Paul van Westendorp 
Provincial Apiculturist 
BC Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
1767 Angus Campbell Road  
Abbotsford, BC V3G 2M3 
 604-556-3129 
 Paul.vanWestendorp@gov.bc.ca 
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