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only $40 to $50/ha. This repre-
s savings of $10 to $30/ha per farm
age compared to conventional

‘We propose a 5-step approach, based on
~ the development stage of the corn, from
seeding to 10 leaves. At each of these
stages we describe what should be

scouted in the field in order to make an
informed decision about weeding. We
also indicate in what time period that
decision must be executed the field.

This brochure was developed after seve-
ral years of research in cooperation with
several Quebec farms using mechanical
weeding. We now urge you to follow in
their steps and to take action!
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* Evaluation of pressure from weeds
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/ Make a pass wih the fiextne harrow @ Apply an herbicide treatment
# Make a pass with the rotaryhoe [ )  Most often used interventions

& Make a pass with the row cultivator D Options for special cases



Why weed mechanically?

To increase the efficiency of the Vulnerable Stages of weeds
farm and for greater autonomy

Would you apply herbicide on your

corn if you were sure of getting

good yield and a clean field with- @ ANNUAL k
out spraying? Of course not, it - GRASS -
would be a waste of time. The
weed control strategy presented in

this brochure will help you to LANE'S QUAR o Z;
make better decisions, field by

field. And to increase your confi-
dence and your independence,

we recommend that you use a
decision-making tool in the field.

Claude J. Bouchard and Romain Néron. Direction des services technologiques, MAPAQ.

To benefit from
new markets

Mechanical weeding opens the
door to specialized and lucrative
markets such as organic farming
and pesticide-free corn. The pre-
miums vary from 20 to 40%
depending on the year.

in solls with a light surface €&
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To protect
the environment, BETWEEN THE ROwS IS MORTMT[
your health and your m"r',‘f:,f’;f” hoe and the flex-tine parroy, alt
family’s health Hhout her| bicides, even if a]] aqy; ot sufficient to successfyj]
ve mechani duipment passes are mage af the rig{t time

A large portion of all pesticides of loss ofﬁdf;ﬁng to use the cultivator w"sfsde One or two passes with
sold are sprayed on corn. Most of
these pesticides are herbicides:
atrazine, metolachloride, benta-
zone and dicamba to-name the
most important ones. Herbicides
may be hazardous to human
health and to the environment.
Aquatic life is also seriously
threatened by some herbicides
such as atrazine, which often
exceeds the criteria for water qual-

ity.
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Vision 2000 phytosanitaire

Text, photos, and concept: Yvon Douville and Anne-Marie Coulombe
Illustrations : Anne-Marie Coulombe

With the participation of the following members of the Centre de développement d’agrobiologie :

Charles Cartier, Ferme La Ruminante, Saint-Gérard-Majella
Claude Pellerin, Ferme Amabel, Saint-Grégoire
Francois Cléement, Ferme Fiorys, Sainte-Perpétue
Franz Achhammer, Ferme Achhammer, Saint-Zéphirin-de-Courval
Jean Morin, Ferme Louis d'Or, Sainte-Elizabeth-de-Warwick
Jean-Phillipe Marchon, Ferme Herbolait, Gentilly
Jean-Pierre Baril, Ferme Baril & Fréres, Plessisville
Lucie Rioux, Ferme Nikodale, Baie-du-Febvre
Michel Courchesne, Ferme Coulie, Baie-du-Febvre
Pascal Fleurent, Ferme Fleurandré, Baie-du-Febvre
Pierre-Yves Germain, Ferme Biocénose, Warwick
Sylvain Coté, Ferme des Neiges, Saint-Sylvére
Yvon Houle, Ferme L’Etoile des Prés, Saint-Albert-de-Warwick

Thanks to the following people for their helpful comments on this document :
Claudel Lemieux, Agriculture and AgriFood Canada
Daniel Cloutier, Institut de malherbologie
Denise Rouleau, consultante
Isabelle Breune, Centre de développement d’agrobiologie
Maryse Leblanc, IRDA - Saint-Hyacynthe
Pierre Jobin, Centre de développement d’agrobiologie
Pierre Lachance, MAPAQ Saint-Hyacinthe

Pierre-Yves Germain, Ferme Biocénose, Warwick
Translation: The Quebec Farmers’ Association
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